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AUSTRALIA. 

MELBOURNE. 

By  Con.sul  ^VilllnI■l  C.  Ma«els«t'n,  Doceiiilier  17,  lJ>i7. 

Melbourne,  the  capital  of  Victoria,  being  the  maritime  and  dis- 
tributing center  for  the  consular  district  which  includes  the  three 
States  of  ^'^ictoria,  South  Australia,  and  Western  Australia,  has 
suffered  on  account  of  disturbed  shipping  conditions.  The  declared 
exports  from  Melbourne  to  the  United  States  fell  from  $14,150,007  in 
1915  to  $5,852,650  in  1916.  This  fall  of  trade  occurred  in  the  second 
half  of  1916,  as  the  records  of  shipping  between  Victoria  and  the 
United  States  shoAv  an  actual  increase  in  lioth  imports  and  exports 
for  the  fiscal  yeai-  1915-10  over  1911-15. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Victoria. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  relative  Aulue  of  Mctorian 
imports  from  and  exports  to  all  foreiffn  countrie-;  dui-ing  tlie  fiscal 
vear  1915-10: 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 

United  States 

India  (including  Burma). 

New  Zealand 

Belgium 

Ceylon 

Norway 

Japan 

Canada 

Java 

France 

Sweden 

Ocean  Island 

Fiji 

Hon^kon^ 

Straits  Settlements 

Italy 

Mauritius 


Imports. 


569,12f.,5H 

23,399,271 

.30,975 

0,2:Jl,46l 

4,(>33,072 

1,932 

2,fi6«,784 

1,038,832 

4,716,320 

1,84,1,971 

3,r>84,8S,5 

5.37, 145 

l.i">3,02C. 

.02(>,692 

(>47, 089 

491,901 

1,200,459 

882,209 


Exports. 


.$.34,923,649 
10,217,100 


],222,2(iO 
5, 45(5, 451 


170, 624 

12,410 

(113, 787 

130, 388 

1,178,0<>8 

2, 753, 7S2 

71,922 

17S,.')7(1 

203,05,") 

491,<;o3 

3,815,.3(i5 

365 


Countries. 


Chile 

Sumatra 

Egypt 

Netherlands 

Borneo 

Peru 

Argentina 

South  African  Union. 

Canary  Islands 

Spain 

I'nilinpine  Islands  ... 

A.sia  Minor 

Austria 

China 

-Ml  other  countries 


Total. 


Imports. 


$69,216 

815,922 
19,082 
46,587 

147, 098 

2:^,598 

:J8,071 

2,370,934 

761,067 
.53,395 

373,  ,372 
51,346 
17,086 

:i8(i,288 
2,243,714 


$130,33.8,511 


ExiJorts. 


74 

300 

1 

,J0 


$15 
589 
555 
825 


09ti 
009 
611 
121 
.>i3 


220, 
7S2, 


1*1 
713 


$71,752,322 


An  oxiilanation  of  the  recent  decline  in  the  trade  between  Victoria 
and  the  United  States  i.s  that  many  of  the  Pacific  steamship  lines, 
with  the  object  of  economizing  in  passage  time;  have  made  Sydney 
their  tcnninal  port  and  do  not  now  conlinue  tiieir  voj-age  to  Mel- 
boiinu'.  Indiicclly,  however,  Melbourne  and  the  whole  State  of 
Victoria  continue  to  share  in  the  IxMiefit  of  increa.sed  tradi-  with 
America,  as  Melbourne  is  a  leading  manufacturing  center  and  sup- 
l>Iies  the  remaining  States  of  the  Australian  Uonimonwealtli  witji 
merchandise. 
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Leading  Imports  from  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  princi|Dal  imports  into  Victoria  from  the  United 
States  in  11)15-10  is  given  belo^Y : 


Articles. 


Acid."! 

.Mknlics 

Apparel 

.\rinsaiid  ammunition 

Haps,  etc 

lilcyclcs    and    cycle 

parLs 

Blankels 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes,  etc.. 

Bni.slnvarc; 

Butler 

Buttons 

Canvas  and  duck. . . :. 

<'ar{)ets 

foments  andprcpared 

udlicsivcs 

C  locks  and  watches . . . 

Coiilcclionery 

Cocoa  and  chocolate... 

Conlape 

Corsets 

Cot  t  on  and  piece  goods 

Cutlery 

Drucs 

Dvcs 

Kfocl  rical  supplies 

Elect  rical  macninery. . 

Engines "... 

Fancy  goods 

Fish,  preserved 

Fruits: 

Dressed  and  pre- 
served   

Fresh 

I'urniture 

Gelatin 

Glass  and  glassware.. . 

Gloves 

Glucose 


Value. 


$14,409 
72,  in 
K55, 291 
ICO, S13 
46,582 

15.%  036 
32,211 

133,  726 
S7,  003 
39, 185 

456, 244 
57, 390 

294,  754 
8,107 

11,660 
176,722 
52,052 
27, 125 
39, 219 
168,706 
433, 210 
27, 257 
235,368 
12,326 
174,  801 
779, 871 
35,521 
64, 393 
199, 453 


58,427 
.5,066 
53, 594 
18,288 
72,  870 
32, 668 
11,032 


Articles. 


Grain: 

Oats 

Wheat 

Greases 

Gums 

Hats 

Hay 

Hops 

Insecticides 

Instniments: 

Cinematographs... 

Musical 

Pianos  and  parts.. 

•Surgical 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bar  and  rod 

(iirdcrs 

Hoop 

Pig 

Ingots 

Corni  gated 

Galvanized 

Plain 

Wire 

Jewelry 

Lamps 

Lard 

Leather 

Leather  manufactures. 

Licorice 

Lumber 

Machines  and  machine 

tools 

Medicines 

Mining  machinery 

Motor  cars 

Metal  manufactures. . . 
Oil: 

Benzine 

Benzoline 


Value. 


SiVI,325 
1,470,442 

2:5, 1S» 
193.263 

10,993 
2S1,434 

.52, 981 

21,588 

11,752 

9,382 

197,  774 

54, 675 

856, 479 

194,450 

61,789 

4,160 

•10. 148 

72, 890 

49, 059 

207, 377 

601,421 

13,519 

05. 225 

90,185 

765. 213 

39. 355 

19. 957 

1,175.414 

751,095 

7,3,474 

126,071 

1,190,598 

478, 532 

350, 499 
319, 038 


Articles. 


Oil — Continued. 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Naphtha 

Other 

Oilmen's  stores 

Paints 

Paper 

Perfumery 

Photographic  goods... 

Pictures 

Piece  goods 

Pilch  and  tar 

Plaster  of  Paris 

Printers'  machinery... 

Rubber  goods 

Sau.sagc  casings 

1  Sewing  machines 

;  Sewing  silks 

i  Shoe  polishes 

'  Soap 

I  Spectacles  and  frames. 

!  Spirits 

Stationery 

•  Stones,  lithographic... 
Tobacco,  cigars,  et c . . , 
Tools    (not    machine 

tools) 

Typewriters 

Varnishes 

Vehicles  (other  than 

motorcars) , 

"Waxes 

AVood  manufactures 
(other  than  furni- 
ture)  

All  other  art  ides 


Total. 


Value. 


J949, 097 

518,408 

11,655 

12,360 

11,655 

132, 894 

425,590 

67,0S1 

124,420 

3,307 

103,369 

21,091 

31, 169 

9,304 

35,496 

120,780 

141,912 

77,211 

16,453 

52,825 

23,529 

15,188 

83,781 

24,283 

828, 073 

299,771 
85,071 
30, 651 

48,538 
121, 248 


57,687 
3, 780, 494 


23,399,271 


Deci  eased  Shipments  of  Wool  to  "United  States. 

One  of  the  items  showing  a  very  heav}^  decline  in  exportation  from 
Melbourne  to  America  is  the  staple  product  of  wool.  In  the  calendar 
year  1015,  42.355,050  pounds  of  unwashed  wool,  valued  at  $11,538,540, 
and  3,900,755  pounds  of  scoured  wool,  valued  at  $1,728,585,  were  sent 
to  America.  In  lOlG  the  exports  of  this  commodity  were  10,834,374 
pounds  of  unwashed  wool  and  4,167,821  pounds  of  scoured  wool,  val- 
ued, respectively,  at  $3,330,514  and  $2,00(),0S7.  At  one  period  it  was 
feared  that  the  exportation  of  wool  to  America  would  entirely  cease, 
as  the  British  Government  negotiated  for  the  purchase  of  the  entire 
Australian  clip.  It  was,  however,  arranged  that  American  wool  im- 
porters should  be  permitted  to  obtain  from  Australia  some  quantities 
of  the  "  burry  ■'  wool,  which  is  not  acceptable  to  British  woolen  manu- 
facturers. 

As  matters  now  stand  the  British  Government  commands  prac- 
tically the  whole  wool  output  of  the  Continent,  with  the  exception  of 
the  ''burry""  (jualitics  above  referred  to,  and  this  arrangement  will 
probably  continue  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Latest  developments  in- 
dicate that,  owing  to  the  .shortage  of  shipping  on  the  European 
route,  the  e.xjjort  of  wool  to  England  will  be  a  decreasing  factor. 

Facing  the  jxjsition.  Australian  manufacturers  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  increase  the  production  of  tweeds  in  the  local  mills.     In 
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this  line  of  trade  Melljoiirne  occui)ie.s  an  eminent  position.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  Australian  mills  are  situated  in  and  around  the  metropo- 
lis, and  some  of  the  more  important  of  them  helong  to  the  Common- 
wealth Government.  Present  and  future  tradin<^  operations  between 
America  and  this  center  in  respect  to  the  wool  trade  lie  rather  in 
the  direction  of  iinportations  of  machinery  for  woolen  manufacture 
than  in  the  direclinn  of  dealiuL^s  in  fleece. 
Market  for  American  Wooleu  Goods. 

Always  dejjendent  to  a  large  degree  on  the  importation  of  numu- 
factured  lines  from  Europe  in  exchange  for  raw  products  exported. 
Victoria,  South  Australia,  and  West  Australia,  like  the  other  Austra- 
lian States,  felt  the  shortage  of  woolen  goods  arrivals  when  British 
manufacturers  restricted  the  exports  of  these  goods.  The  situation  was 
relieved  to  some  extent  by  fresh  supplies  of  cheap  textiles  from  Japan, 
but  a  nuirked  inferiority  in  the  relative  quality  of  goods  from  this 
source  made  an  opening  (which  still  exists)  for  a  supply  of  tweeds 
of  varied  textile  and  high  grade,  such  as  are  not  yet  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, from  the  United  States.  After  the  war  a  demand  is  antici- 
pated for  a  renewal  of  supplies  of  best  woolens  from  England.  Some 
thne  must  elapse,  however,  before  this  trade  can  be  restored  to  the 
old  basis,  as  the  British  home  market  will  demand  first  attention  and 
after  that  has  been  met  the  restoration  of  shipping  itineraries  will 
have  to  be  arranged. 

Motor  Trade  Difficulties. 

It  Avas  anticipated  a  year  ago  that  \'ictoria.  in  connnon  with  tlu' 
other  Australian  States,  would  turn  to  America  for  a  normal  supply 
of  motor  cars  and  parts.  This  expectation  has  been  realized,  but 
owing  to  the  dilKcultics  of  shipping  imports  have  fallen  far  short  of 
the  demand.  Shortage  of  tonnage  has  also  been  responsible  for  a 
very  heavy  decline  in  petrol  supplies.  This  has  been  such  a  serious 
feature  that  the  Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Science  and  Industr}'  has 
been  endeavoring,  in  response  to  urgent  demands  from  the  (lovern- 
nient,  to  find  means  for  the  production  of  alcohol  at  a  price  to  ren- 
der it  usable  as  a  fuel  for  stationary  engines  and  motor  cars. 
Nearly  .'),000,000  gallons  of  pure  alcohol  are  imported  into  Australia 
and  manufactured  in  the  country;  this  spirit,  together  with  con- 
siderable quantities  of  rum  j>roduced  from  Queensland  sugar  cane, 
should  be  converted  into  engine  fuel.  In  nonnal  times  the  cost  of 
alcohol  as  a  fuel  would  make  this  enterprise  impossible.  Under 
present  disturbed  conditions,  however,  it  is  thought  likely  that  alco- 
\m\  fuel  will  Hud  a  market.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  adapt  petrol 
engines  to  the  use  of  alcohol  fuel.  Even  if  the  wholi>  avaihil)U»  su})- 
ply  of  molasses  in  Australia  were  used  for  the  production  of  com- 
mercial alcohol,  oidy  about  •1.000,000  gallons  could  be  obtained, 
whereas  the  normal  imports  of  petrol  are  in  (he  neighborhood  of 
17.000.000  gallons.  The  tolal  average  annual  (juantity  of  molasses 
available  in  Australia  for  distillation  is  al)out  .^)0.000  tons,  of  which 
12,500  tons  arc  now  used  for  that  purpose.  Opportunity  therefore 
exists  for  the  supply  of  modern  machinery  for  (he  distillation  of 
alcohol  from  molasses. 
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Value  of  Exports  from  Victoria. 

Below  is  gfiveii  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
.Victoria  to  all  countries  during  the  fiscal  year  1015-lG: 


Articles. 

Value 

Articles. 

Valuo. 

Articles. 

Value. 

$183,715 

123,0.58 
53,424 
81,397 
364, 107 
3,502,191 
83,203 
52,918 

1,792,  .395 
04,024 

1,550,384 

13,406,086 
217,927 
3,  ISO,  209 
251,885 
81,884 
95S,.508 

110,771 

Lard  and  refined  fats. 
Lead,  jiip 

>42,410 
1,191,499 

2,409,497 

94,371 
394,571 
410,009 

230,419 
(K),077 

440, 840 
20,717 
57,204 

288,071  ' 
73,255  1 
5.3,700 

248,760 
58,048 

550,245 
110,888 

nubbcrand  manufac- 

Auiiniils: 

$501,809 
48,193 

53, 240 
52  875 

Horses 

Leather  and    manu- 
factures  

Sausagc  casings 

Seeds . . . 

Sheep 

Apparel 

Machines    and     ma- 
chinery: 

Agricultural 

Other 

Bisruits 

Skins  and  hides. ..... 

Soap 

2,000^852 
223,479 
12;*,  880 

Butter 

Confectionery 

Stationery 

Fodder,  compressed... 

Manures 

Supar 

Fruits,  fresh,    dried, 

Meats: 

Lamb 

Tallow 

22o'o3't 

and  preserved 

Tea. 

21.3,3.33 
34  780 

Class  ware 

Preserved  in  tins. . 
Rabbits  and  hares 
Other 

Timber 

Gold  bullion,  ore,  and 

Tin  ingots 

1,093^  000 
.571,760 
321  189 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc. . . 
Vessels 

Grain: 

Medicines 

Wheat 

Metal  manufactures. . 
Milk 

Wines 

199  56t 

Oats 

Wool     . 

30  189' 049 

Flour 

Oilmen's  stores 

Oils 

All  other  articles 

Total 

2' 431*448 

other 

Hav  and  chaff 

Onions 

71  75''  333 

Janis  and  jellies 

Jewelry  and  precious 
stones 

Ores  (other  than  gold 
and  silver) 

'       ' 

Piece  goods 

Exports  to  United  States  and  Possessions. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  at  Melbourne  for  shipment  to  the  United  States 
and  possessions  during  1915  and  191G  are  ffiven  in  the  followinsr 
table:  ^ 


Article.-;. 


TO  tTNlTED  STATES. 

Animals:  Horses number. . 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Casein pounds. . 

Grass  seeds do 

Hair,  animal do 

Hides  and  skins: 


Quantity.       Value 


144,609 


Sheep,  dry. 


f  number. . 
■\pounds.. 


535,232 
3,712,465 
149,9.S6 
325, 377 


?17, 752 
9,297 


S1^-P.P-'''^<1 Srnds..' 

Rabbit ' 

Hide  cuttings 

Household  goods  and  personal  effects ' 

Mangancyc  ore tons. .  ■ 

Osmiridiiun oimccs . .  I 

Oil,  cucalypt us pounds. . 

Onions bushels. . 

Precious  stones,  unset I 

Saii.<;age  casings I 

Tinljars pounds..! 

^Vheat bushels..! 

Wool:  I 

I'nwnshed pounds..' 12, 355, 050 

Scoured do....i3, 909, 755 

Zinc  coueeiil rates tons . . '         1, 1741 

All  other  art  ides ' 


42} 
142,101 
15,913 


Total. 


TO  rinurriNK  isl.\nd.s. 


g'scmts pounds . .        21, 065 

Bu'lcr ,lo....        i2,50S 

*'"''f ■ do.... 

J- (xlder,  compressed long  tons. .'  270! 

JtiiiI.  fresh bu:^hels..l 


5S4,729 

31,973 
88,183 


1,740 
38,521 
25, 289 


1016 


Quantity,     \alue. 


$1,341 
2,079 


3,226  I 
20,157  1 


1,150 
0,975 


344, 164 
749,994 


30 

03 

118,315 

13,542 


30,946  I 


11,538,546 

1, 728, 585 

39,662 

6,105 


07,200 
59, 730 

10,834,374 
4, 167, 821 


14,150,067 


98,302 

50,&46 

2,139 

1,970 

1,299 

3,202 

40,232 

18,«S5 

3,373 

84,024 

27,216 

82,008 

330,514 
096,087 


1,958 


5,852,060 


4,440 

4,278 


10,620 


20,019 

48,300 

3,967,377 

12,257 

1,029 


2,629 
18,352 
117,765 
80,296 
2,53S 


AUSTRALIA — MELBOURNE. 


1915 

1016 

.Vrticles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TO  puaiPPiNE  ISLANDS— continued. 

.Tam 

Lead,  sheet  and  pipe 

Leather . 

.pounds.. 

do 

...  do 

21,898 
9,553 

$1,S81 
553 

;}0, 112 

$2,740 

507 

S22 

Machinery 

1,638 

448 

21,235 

10, S21 

Nails 

Onions 

Stearin 

.pounds., 
.bushels.. 

5,203 
IS,  7(X1 

5,341 
15,093 
21,465 

484 
15,73.-. 
2,937 

6,272 
2,730 

12, 282 

All  other  articles  - 1 

Total 

57,095 

267,401 

.pounds., 
-bushels., 
.pounds.. 

TO  1I.VW.VIIAX  ISL.KXDS. 

Butter 

2,. 500 
1,261 
7,840 

S04 

1,993 

442 

<^nions 

Paint 

1,009 
3,808 

1,680 
297 

Total 

3,239 

1,977 

1 

Silos  for  Grain  Storage. 

Tlie  Victorian  Goverimient  has  introduced  a  measure  authorizing 
the  expenditure  of  $4,258,187  for  the  construction  of  140  ajrain-stor- 
age  silos  along  the  main  railway  tracks  of  the  State  and  at  the  ship- 
ping terminals.  In  n  largo  measure  this  enterprise  is  an  emergency 
effort  to  install  the  grain  handling  in  bulk  s.ystem.  Owing  to  the  de- 
pleted state  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  this  Avork  would  not  have 
been  started  under  war  conditions  had  it  not  been  that  very  large 
stocks  of  wheat  had  to  be  held  in  the  country  in  cons-equence  of 
shortage  of  shipping.  Action  was  precipitated  by  the  .serious  damage 
done  to  the  Avheat  held  in  open  stacks  by  weather  and  birds  and 
mice.  It  is  estimated  that  the  damage  caused  by  the  mice  alone 
amounted,  in  a  few  months,  to  more  than  $486,050. 

Out  of  4,000,000  tons  of  Avheat  held  in  Australia,  Victoria  had 
1,700,000  tons:  the  value  of  the  whole  was  $145,995,000,  and  A'ic- 
toria's  quota  was  Avorth  $58,398,000.  Most  of  this  grain  was  sold  (o 
the  British  Government,  to  be  held  at  the  country's  risk  until  De- 
cember 81,  1917;  after  that  date  the  risk  Avas  to  be  assumed  by  Great 
Britain.  By  arrangement  the  Federal  GoA'ernment  agreed  to  lend 
(he  States  $13,869,525  to  facilitate  the  erection  of  silos.  The  Govern- 
ment obtained  a  report  from  an  elevator-construction  firm  Avhich 
stated  that  the  silos  Avould  return  the  money  invested  in  them  Avithin 
seven  years.  The  total  cost  of  the  bulk  handling  scheme  is  estimated 
at  $10,700,300  in  Victoria  alone,  so  that  the  erection  of  expediency 
silos  costing  but  $4,258,187  is  but  a  small  contribution  to  the  ex- 
tensive constructional  campaign  Avhich  the  State  has  in  view.  Opera- 
tions of  a  similar  character  are  to  be  carried  on  in  South  Australia 
and  Western  Australia. 

The  construction  of  these  silos  Avould  appear  to  be  of  very  great 
importance  in  the  development  of  steel  trade  between  America  and 
the  Common Avealth.  Australia  is  deficient  in  steel.  Iron  ore  ob- 
tained from  South  Australia  is  being  milled  in  Ncav  South  Wales, 
but  practically  (he  Avhole  of  the  pre.>-ent  output  is  exported  to  Great 
Britain.  Even  if  these  supplies  Avere  dellected  to  local  use  in  the  con- 
struction of  reinforced  concrete  silos,  they  Avould  not  nearly  sullice 
to  meet  the  re(|uireim'nls.     Importaiion  of  sieel   from  Knroiic  i<  i)re- 
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eluded  ill  the  present  time,  but  importidion  from  Americii  Mill  be 
possible  and  necessary  it  ships  can  be  obtained  to  liring  the  metal 
across  the  Pacific.  Recent  events  appear  to  indicate  that  the  I*acific 
trade  will  be  revived  by  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  (iovernment's 
ccmmercial  fleet  of  15  vessels  to  carry  surplus  Australian  grain  to 
America.  In  this  event  American  steel  will  be  a  very  acceptable 
i-eturn  load,  if  supplies  can  be  made  available  in  the  United  States. 

Railway  Electrification — Trade  in  Pianos. 

Only  sloAv  i)rooress  has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  the  ISIel- 
liournc  and  suburban  steam-raihvay  service  to  electrical  i)ropulsion. 
The  carrying  out  of  the  contract  has  been  greatly  hindered  by  a 
Ijrcakdown  in  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  electrical  gear.  The 
manufacture  of  electrical  equipment  in  Victoria  is  in  its  infancy. 
Large  supplies  of  copper  wire  are  obtainable  from  South  Australia, 
and  porcelain  insulators  are  freely  manufactured  in  Mel]3f)urne.  but 
other  necessary  lines  have  to  be  imported.  The  war  has  so  disturbed 
the  trade  that  those  parts  that  do  come  to  hand  from  aliroad  are 
mixed  in  character;  a  movement  is  now  on  foot  to  secure  the  stand- 
ardization of  all  electrical  goods.  When  standards  have  been  adopted 
the  schedules  will  be  made  available  by  the  Commonwealth  Bureau 
of  Science  and  Industry,  and  copies  will  be  very  serviceable  to  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  intending  to  compete  in  this  trade. 

The  breakdown  in  the  large  German-Australian  piano  trade  af- 
fected an  important  industry  in  this  country.  For  the  past  three 
years  piano  firms  have  been  endeavoring  to  work  off  their  stocks  of 
German-made  pianos,  but  the  trade  has  been  carried  on  under  the 
strict  supervision  of  a  Federal  Government  department.  From  time 
to  time  dates  have  been  set  at  which  it  was  decreed  that  sales  of  Ger- 
man goods,  such  as  pianos,  must  cease.  Merchants,  however,  have 
found  it  impossible  to  clear  their  stocks  in  the  period  allotted  to  them 
and  several  extensions  of  time  have  been  granted.  Meanwhile  the 
manufacture  of  Australian  pianos  has  been  slowly  established,  and 
an  attractive  instrument  of  the  commoner  class  is  now  being  pro- 
duced in  fair  numbers.  Otherwise  stocks  have  been  reinforced  by 
imports  of  the  better  class  of  instruments  from  America.  The  Aus- 
tralian purchaser  appears  to  be  reluctant  to  accept  pianos  of  Ameri- 
can design,  as  they  differ  materially  from  those  of  German  make. 
The  local  instrument,  generally  speaking,  has  not  the  refinement  of 
tone  and  quality  which  the  best  American  pianos  possess,  and  the 
latter,  consequently,  command  very  high  prices.  If  American  manu- 
facturers made  a  study  of  the  designs  of  cases  most  favored  in  Aus- 
tralia, they  would  materially  improve  their  market. 

Cargo-Lifting  Plant. 

A  mechanical  coal-conveying  plant  for  the  handling  of  coal  car- 
goes at  Port  Pirie,  the  South  Australian  port  where  Broken  Hill 
spelter  supplies  arc  shipped,  has  been  completed.  Coal  to  work  the 
Pirie  smelters  has  to  be  brought  several  himdred  miles  by  sea  from 
Newcastle.  Owing  to  the  demand  for  spelter  in  Europe  and  as 
the  unloading  of  a  collier  at  Port  Pirie  occupied  a  Aveek  or  a  fort- 
night, it  was  deemed  necessary  that  something  be  done  to  expedite 
shipments.  Dilliculties  were  first  encountered  in  respect  to  the  small 
supply  of  steel  available  in  the  country  for  the  construction  of  tlie 
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plant.  It  was  found  that  no  single  contractor  was  prepared  to  under- 
take the  task.  Special  arrangements  were  made,  however,  whereby 
several  steel  firms  pooled  their  resources  and  under  the  superA^sion 
of  an  engineering  lirm  put  together  the  works  in  the  short  time  of 
10  or  1"2  weeks.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new^  conve}''or,  which  operates 
by  means  of  large  grabs  and  running  gantries,  will  reduce  the  time 
of  unloading  an  orclinary  colliers  cargo  to  two  or  three  days.  The 
effect  of  this  improvement  will  be  a  ver}^  large  increase  in  the  output 
of  spelter  from  the  Broken  Hill  Works  and  a  great  expansion  of 
trade  in  the  port  of  Pirie.  Many  extensions  of  metallurgical  works 
arc  planned  in  Port  Pirie,  and  large  port  improvements  will  be  neces- 
sary in  the  near  future. 
Shipping'  Conditions  Unsatisfactory. 

An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  Australian-American  shipping 
traflic  is  the  continued  high  proportion  of  American  ships  leaving 
Australian  ports  in  ballast.  Exportation  of  raw  products,  such  as 
coal,  wool,  and  wheat,  was  checlced  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  war  by  embargoes. 

Apart  from  primary  products,  Victoria  has  not  a  great  exportable 
surplus  of  goods  of  any  kind  that  would  be  acceptable  to  America, 
but  the  State  is  in  great  need  of  many  American  mercantile  lines  now 
unobtainable  from  Europe.  The  maintenance  of  the  Australian- 
American  fleet  on  the  Pacific  is,  in  fact,  a  matter  of  vital  importance 
to  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  State,  but  it  is  generall}' 
admitted  that  if  the  fleet  is  to  be  kept  in  full  commission  sufficient 
return  cargoes  must  be  found  on  this  side.  Heavy  freight  charges 
brought  about  by  the  war  are  in  themselves  a  serious  detriment  to 
the  trade;  but  when  the  cost  of  return  trips  in  ballast  has  to  be 
added,  the  costs  become  extremely  burdensome.  This  unsatisfactory 
condition  has  resulted  in  Australian  merchants  resorting  to  Japanese 
firms  for  supplies.  The  serious  nature  of  this  question  in  the  Pacific 
trade  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  48  American  vessels,  of  47,547 
total  tonnage,  entered  Victorian  ports  fully  loaded  in  1915-10,  41 
of  these  ships,  with  36,2G0  total  tonnage,  left  for  America  in  ballast. 
Eeturn  cargoes  were  carried  in  5  vessels.  The  proportion  of  Ameri- 
can to  all  nations  shipping  in  Victorian  ports  is  light ;  against  the 
48  vessels,  of  47,547  total  tonnage,  arriving  from  America  in  1915-lG, 
the  arrivals  from  all  countries  were  2,307  ships,  of  4,640,887  total 
tonnage.  The  reduction  of  shipping  from  all  over-sea  ports  into 
Victoria  in  1915-10,  as  against  1913  (the  last  normal  ]:)eace  year), 
amounts  to  approximately  1,000,000  tons.  British  shipping  still 
holds  first  place  in  Victorian  port  entries,  with  491  vessels,  of  2,100,- 
309  total  tonnage,  in  1915-16;  Japanese  vessels  entered  in  the  same 
period  number  45,  of  114,234  total  tonnage.  These  were  all  steamers, 
whereas  43  of  the  48  American  vessels  were  sailing  vessels;  only  19 
of  the  Japanese  vessels,  as  against  41  American,  cleared  in  ballast. 

Plans  for  Shipbuilding — Financial  Operations. 

In  order  to  augment  the  supply  of  ships  in  Australian  watei's.  the 
Victorian  Government  has  decided  to  establish  a  shipl)iiil(liug  yard 
on  the  banks  of  the  Yarra  River,  near  the  sea  and  the  ordinary 
■wharves.  As  the  docks  will  l)e  <^'ut  into  the  banks,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  use  excavators  and  probabl}'  rock-drilling  machines.    There  is  an 
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openiii*;"  tor  ilic  siijjply  of  iiKU'liinery  of  ihis  cluinicter  from  Aiucrica. 
j)Ossibly  foi-  this  partiiular  work  and  certainly  for  i>enc'ral  excavating 
contracts  in  connection  \vith  irrip^ation  in  Vidoiia  and  other  Statos. 
It  is  prol)al)k'  that  \-cssels  of  both  steel  and  wood  const  ruction  and  of 
medium  dimensions  will  he  huilt  al  the  Melbtjuine  yards,  but  the 
wh()Ie  of  this  material  is  obtainable  in  (he  country.  Not  only  in  Vic- 
lt)ria  but  in  each  of  the  other  capital  cities  of  Australia  shijibuilding 
projects  are  afoot  and  the  Federal  Government  is  ])repared  to  l)ack 
the  scheme  financially  if  assurance  is  given  that  the  work  Avill  proceed 
■without  undue  delay. 

Havin<>-  decided  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  to  change  the  currency 
by  withdrawing  practically  the  entire  gold  issue  from  circulation  and 
issuing  paper  money,  the  Federal  Government  has  proceeded  with 
that  policy  without  wavering.  The  face  value  of  the  paper  notes 
now  in  circulation  is  $229,345,852.  The  authorities  appear  to  feel, 
howexer.  tliat  the  margin  of  safety  has  been  nearl}'  reached,  and  they 
have  been  withdrawing  a  (luantity  of  the  notes  from  circulation.  The 
amount  of  gold  coin  held  by  the  treasurer  as  a  guaranty  of  the  stabil- 
ity of  the  note  issue  is  now  $74,954,139,  representing  32.G8  per  cent 
of  the  notes  in  circulation.  The  result  of  a  large  increase  of  the  paper 
currency  is  seen  in  a  very  general  diffusion  of  money  among  the 
people.  Savings  bank  returns  sho\v  a  large  increase  of  deposits,  due 
probably  to  the  unwillingness  of  many  people  to  take  risks  in  the 
ordinary  channels  of  investment  during  the  present  unsettled  times. 
There  has  been  almost  a  cessation  of  mining  speculation  and  invest- 
ment in  land  and  buildings  since  the  war  began.  To  the  natural 
hesitancy  of  investors  the  Government  has  added  some  pressure  bj' 
closely  restricting  the  flotation  of  new  companies.  It  is  still  neces- 
sary for  every  flotation  to  be  submitted  to  a  public  censor.  In  decid- 
ing whether  he  shall  ]:)ermit  the  matter  to  go  forward  or  not.  this 
official  is  guided  by  its  utility  under  war  conditions.  Generally 
speaking,  any  industry  that  is  likely  to  produce  good  merchantable 
lines  is  encouraged,  but  other  financial  schemes  are  set  aside. 
Trade  and  Shipping  of  South  Australia. 

Internal  trade  throughout  the  State  of  South  Australia,  which  is 
])art  of  the  Melbourne  consular  district,  could  only  be  classified  as 
fair.  The  total  trade  of  the  State  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1910. 
was  valued  at  $54,934,438,  made  up  of  imports,  $25,073,181,  and  ex- 
ports, $29,801,257.  The  share  of  Great  Britain  and  colonies  in  the 
import  trade  was  $10,925,005.  and  that  of  the  United  States  was 
5^4.893,348.  Of  the  exports  Great  Britain  and  colonies  received 
$10,500,037  worth,  and  the  Ignited  States  $0,315,743  worth.  The 
average  total  trade  in  normal  ye:irs  is  approxinuitely  $80,297,250,  so 
that  during  the  jieriod  under  rexiew  the  shortage  was  more  than 
5^25.000,000. 

The  ligures  above  indicate  that  Briti.sh  possessions  -ujiplied  South 
Australia  with  00  per  cent  of  her  imports,  while  the  Ignited  States 
supplied  nearly  20  per  cent.  South  Australian  exports  to  British  ter- 
ritories were  55  i^ei-  cent  of  the  total  and  to  the  United  States  21  per 
cent. 

The  total  revenue  from  all  sources  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1910,  was  $2l.203.lso,  and  the  total  expenditure  amounted  to  $23,- 
073,90(».  showing  a  tlclicil  on  the  year's  operations  of  $1.870.72(). 
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Foreign  vessels  arriving  at  Port  Adelaide  numbered  1,036  in  1913, 
with  a  tonnage  of  3.512,271:  956  in  1914,  with  a  tonnage  of  3.409,368; 
663  in  1915,  with  a  tonnage  of  2,088,436;  539  in  191G,  with  a' tonnage 
of  1,656,217.  The  majority  of  these  vessels  flew  the  British  flag,  but 
4  Swedish  vessels,  5  Norwegian,  12  American,  4  Japanese,  2  Danish, 
and  1  French  vessel  entered  during  1916. 

The  figures  for  Port  Pirie,  the  port  of  the  Broken  Hill  mining  dis- 
trict, and  other  chief  ports  are  not  available,  but  they  would  not 
aifect  the  position  materiall3^ 
South  Australian  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  declared 
exports  from  South  Australia  to  the  United  States  for  1915  and 
1916: 


Articles. 


Glue  material bales . 

Hide  trimmings do . . . 

Opals packages . 

Paintings  aud  antiques cases . 

Personal  effects packages . 

Kabbit  skins pounds . 

Red  gum  accroides bags . 

Saddlery packages . 

Wool . . ". pounds . 

Yucca  gum cwt . 

Zinc  concentrates. tons . 


Total. 


Quantity.     Value 


S2,921 
3,400 


2, 496, 920 

3,665 

2,847,142 


5,370,945 


1916 


Quantity.     Value 


36 

86 

10 

3 

5 

49,974 

1,489 

2 

527,818 

103 

57, 58S 


S600 

1,240 

24,046 

2,920 

46 

12,617 

6,135 

87 

190, 184 

1,  .539 

, 712, 077 


2,957,492 


Conditions  in  Western  Australia. 

Western  Australia,  the  outlying  State  of  this  consular  group,  has  a 
total 'area  of  624,588,800  acres;  but  although  it  is  by  far  the  largest 
State  in  the  Commonwealth,  it  is  the  most  sparsely  populated.  On 
December  31,  1916,  the  population  was  309,226.  It  has  a  railway 
.mileage  of  3,331^-  in  operation  and  234-2  additional  miles  in 
course  of  construction.  It  is  now  the  best  gold-producing  State  in 
the  Common^Vealth  and  for  the  year  1916  had  an  output  of  1,061,398 
ounces,  valued  at  $21,940,771.  This  gold  yield  was  148,714  ounces 
less  than  that  produced  in  1915.  Having  a  light  but  well-regulated 
rainfall,  Western  Australia  as  a  wheat-producing  State  is  advancing 
to  the  front  rank.  The  forecast  for  the  season  ending  Februaiw,  1917, 
was  17,245,335  bushels,  showing  an  average  j^ield  per  acre  of  11.01 
bushels. 

For  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  Western  Australia  showed  a 
wool  export  trade  of  28,868,646  pounds  of  greasy  wool,  valued  at 
$6,124,865,  and  234,808  pounds  of  scoured  wool,  valued  at  $7l,080;  and 
for  the  six  months  ended  December  31,  1916,  11,662.177  i^ounds  of 
greasy  wool,  valued  at  $3,278,157,  and  56,358  pounds  of  scoured  wool, 
valued  at  $16,979. 

From  July  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916,  Western  Australia  received  a 
revenue  of  $26,069,782,  and  for  the  six  months  ending  December  31, 
1916,  $11,184,097.  The  expenditure  Avas  in  excess  of  the  revenue  for 
the  year  1915-16  bv  $1,694,627,  and  for  the  six  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1916,  by  $2,778,692. 


10  yri'i'LK.MKN  I   TO  coiM.MKHCK  iiicroins. 

'Vhv  iiiiiiibor  (»J'  Nosc'ls  inwaril  a(-  various  i)()i'ts  ot"  {\w  State,  in- 
i'iiuliiiii-  iiiti'Tstalc  !^llil)pillL^  lor  (ho  year  1015-10  Avas  1,8(57.  ami  those 
oiitwaicl,  l.SoS. 

Tlif  total  Aiihie  of  )nip«>rt.s  Troiii  United  ]\iii<i(l()iii,  llic  leniaindcr 
of  the  Coininoinvoahh,  Now  Zoahind,  and  oihor  British  possossions 
anionntod  in  1915-16  to  $43,715,769;  foreign  imports  were  valued 
at  $i,880,91i. 

Exports  from  ^^'ostcrn  Australia  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Aus- 
Irahisia,  and  other  Britisli  territories  amounted  to  $39,129,015  in 
1915-16,  and  those  to  foreign  countries  to  $1,289,596.  Declared  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $3,643  in  1916.  as  compared 
with  $1,969  in  1915. 
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